Pet Professional Network, 2022
Building your community
Are you making time to grow and nurture your community? 
Like dog training and behavioural work, things take time, there are no magic wands (although this would be nice right). You need to make and take time to build your community, sometimes this can be months. Yes, you may get a sudden influx, which will keep you motivated, but to build trust and numbers it will take longer. 
When I first set up the PPN I invested time, lots of time. I did months of research, months of planning. But even when it was just 20 people these 20 people were the most important.
Those 20 people told others about the group and word quickly got around!
Top tips to build your tribe:
1. Give them a reason to join your group
You need something that will encourage to join. This could be a top tips pdf or perhaps a Facebook live scheduled in the group. Use your page to give them snippets on what's happening in your group. Perhaps an intro video?
2. Invite people who WANT to be there
There's nothing worse than just being added to a group – personally message people asking them if they'd like to join. Choose the best founding members who will make it a strong community. Ask them to also spread the word. 
3. Share your group
You can share your group on other groups - but please ask admin first.
4. Share in comments
Answer people's questions on other groups and then use your group as a call to action - for more of the good stuff join my group. Again, check with admin if this is allowed in their group. 
5. Share via email
Tell people about your group via email, again a little snippet or taster helps.
6. Use tags/catchy title
If you use tags or a relevant title this will increase the likelihood of you being found.
7. Encourage members to add others
Ask your members to spread the word. They are your biggest cheerleaders!
8. Share on your website
A great way to offer potential clients a great taster is by sharing a link to your group on your website. Why not get your free tips now by joining our engaging community!
9. Get others to share
Perhaps the local dog walker who you've connected with can share on their page. Remember it's beneficial to help others!
10. Testimonials
Ask others to share their thoughts about the group and why they find it a great place to be part of.
